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1. CORINTHIANS, CnarrEx iv. VERSES ½ & 24. 


LET A MAN so ACCOUNT OF US AS OF THE M1IN=-. 8 


\ ; 3 8 FORT" E ; | TENEDE * 
: Is TERS OF CHRIST, AND STEWARDS OF THE MYS- 1 
TERIES OF GOD. . „ Ge e . 

| MOREOVER, ir IS REQUIRED OF STEWARDS, THAT 12 
4A MAN BE FOUND FAITHFUL. 5 

EF IV theſe two verſes the Apoſtle evidently alludes . 

to the reciprocal duties of a chriſtian Miniſter, and the peo- je 
pant A 8 var if 

1 Tx firſt is an exhortation, or rather a command, ta all i 
chriſtian people, to eſteem and treat their miniſters as am- is 


baſſadors of Jeſus Chriſt. Let a man, viz. let every man 
fo account of us, as of the miniſters of Chriſt, and ſtewards 
of the rayſteries'of God, 8 
IAE ſecond verſe' ſhews the relation which miniſters 
ſtand in to their great Lord and Maſter ; and alſo what is 
73 expected and required of them in their official capacity. 
Viz. that they be faithful. 1 LO 3 
TRE metaphorical ſenſe of the word ſteward, by which E 
the muniſterial. office is repreſented in our text, I truſt is too 


well known to need an explanation. I ſhall therefore only 19 
14 obſerve upon it, that it ſhould ever remind the miniſters of i 
Chriſt, that they are not their own maſters—they are not ? 
merely accountable to themſelves or their people 'for their # 
conduct, but in a particular manner to the great head of 7 
the Church, with whoſe ſolemn and important buſineſs * 
they are intruſted, as ſtewards. | oe; | 2 
MINIST ERS are accountable to God in two capacities 4 


as men and as miniſters zof Chriſt ; and if they are faith- 
ful they will be accounted” worthy of double honor—and ** _ 
if they are unfaithfn] they will be accounted worthy of 
double diſgrace, and muſt expect to receive it. T; 
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THe words of our text, and the occafion on which we 
| are now met together, will naturally lead me to make ſome 
{ | obſervations on the duties bath of miniſters and people. 
Theſe duties are reciprocal ; and the faithful performance 
of tem in each depends in a great meaſure on the other. 
Where a people are indifferent to the word and ordinances 
| of religion—or when they are divided into ſects and par- 
= ties, captious and cavilling—or where they. are. inattentive 
| | to tlie circumitances and/ſupport of their miniſter; though 

he be never ſo good and prudent vet his hands will 
28 nd prudent a man, yet his nar 1 

: be weakened, his ſpirits ſunk, and he will not be able to do 

N the duties of his office, and ſo will neceſſarily fall into con- 

i . tempt among them, and his uſefulneſs be deſtroyed. And 

1 it is ſometimes the hard lot, and a hard lot it is, of good 


| and faithful miniſters to be neglected by their people, be- 
5 g come poor and depreſſed, and then deſpiſed oh theſe ac- 
| N When a people are unfaithful! to their miniſter, 
4 hey myſt not expect a long continuance of the miniſterial 
= office among them, nor any great uſcfulneſs from it while 
it continues. FVFVVVDVVVVVVV ar dot” 
On the other hand, where a. mioiſter- is, unfaithful in the 
duties of his office, or unſkilful in the word of truth 
where he is inattentive to the ſouls committed to his charge, 
or feeds them with uſeleſs and whimſical ſpeculations, in- 
ſtead of the pure and practical milk of the word; fuch a 
miniſter mull not expect to live in peace and harmony 
with his people — fe muſt not expect to be treated with 
that reſpect which the miniſterial office requires, for it is 
not in human nature to afford it, and certainly the grace of 
God: will not incline men to it, for ſuch a miniſter does 


” 


1 not deſerve it. 3 . | 
1 Ap it muſt be confeſſed, that there are too many in- 
| ſtances where difficulties have ariſen between miniſters and 
people, and the miniſter has fallen into contempt, that the 
33 Srft fault or deficiency has been in the miniſter; 8 
1 A miniſter's uſefulneſs, under God depends upon his 
i conduct and preaching—and that fidelity which is required 
of him as a ſteward of the myſteries of God relates to 
them both. 6 : | 


iſt. Ir is juſtly expected, that a miniſter's conduct and 

converſation are formed upon theſe heavenly maxims which 
he publickly inculcates upon others. Preaching, though it 
be never ſo good, will have but little effect, — 8 
„ 8 orced. 


is. 
* 


— 
. 


2 Ip 


2 


. forced by à correſpondent example. And it will be ex- 
tremely difficult, if not impoſſible for a miniſter to ſet a 
- uniformly good example unleſs he is really a good man. 
EVERY miniſter of the goſpel ought to be a good man 


this qualification is indiſpenſable, and woe unto them whe 
enter into the, profeſſion without it. On 

Tur heathens formerly conſidered goodneſs of character 
a neceſſary qualification for an accompliſhed Orator: Much 
more then muſt this be neceſſary for the Chri/ftian Orator, 
whoſe principal buſineſs it is to perſuade men to be good. 
Bz thou an example unto the believer, in word, in con- 
verſation, in doctrine, &c. | 


Ir is peculiarly incumbent on miniſters to look well to 


not be upon par with other u godly men—the blood of 


Rath OL OB: L 
Chriſt, And if through his neglect they hunger and periſh 


office of a chriſtian miniſter. 


on the minds of all thoſe who take upon them the ſacred 


AGAIN—A, miniſter ſhould not content himſelf. barely 
with being a good man, but it ſhould be his endeavour to 
be a great man—great in good things; he muſt labour to 


excel, that his profiting may appear unto all: To have the 


evidences of his ſincerity as bright and ſtrong as poſſible; 
and the objections againſt it as few as may be. This is the 
more neceſſary not only that he may be an example to the 


_ flock, and teach them their duty with the greater force and 
authority: But to put to ſilence the enemies of religion, 
and ſome of the profeſſed friends of it too. This is a con- 
fideration of much importance in the preſent undivided 


ſtate of the church. It is a melancholy thought that the 
. | ._ chriſtian 
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chriſtian church ſhould be divided into ſo many ſedcts and 
parties, and different denominations: and ſtill more ſo, that 
they ſhould be ſo uncharitable and cenſorious towards each 
other. Many there are who watch for the halting of thoſe 
who are of different ſects from themſelves, and they are 
very willing to impute to the whole order, the faulty con- 
" | 408 of thoſe few who have diſgraced their ſacred office by 
1 unworthy behaviour. This we know is unfair, but it” is 
[ an unfairneſs which takes its riſe in human nature, and it 


1 Vill be ſo. Since then the eyes of men are then upon us, 
! * fince they mark our ſteps and watch for our halting, it well F 
becomes us to take heed that we do not furniſh Noir un- 
charitable minds with objections, nor let any of our miſ- 
conduct give an edge to the weapons they uſe againſt us: 
but that we ſo behave ourſelves in all the offices of life, 
and in M he duties of our ſtation, that they who ſeek occa- 
fion againic us may not be gratified ; but convinced 
of what they do not wiſh to find, viz. that we are really i! 
heart and practice the friends and followers, and faithful 
diſciples of the bleſſed Jeſus. Hereby we ſhall overcome \ 
evil with good, and imitate the example of him whoſe ſer 
vants we are ; hereby we' ſhall ſtrengthen our hands, an 
the hands of all thoſe who are with us in building up the 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour. 
ad. As a ſteward of the myſteries of God a miniſter muſt 
take heed not only to his conduct, but alſo to his preach- 


1 ing, and ſee to it that he feeds the flock of Chriſt with the g 
1 ure milk of the word, that they may grow thereby. Here, 
3 if we conſult the claſhing ſyſtems of fallible men who have 


been more anxious to be leaders of parties than followers 

of Chriſt, we ſhall be ready to conclude, that it is exceeding 
85 difficult if not impoſſible for a miniſter to know what his i 
duty is. But it we leave theſe human compoſitions, or ra- 

ther not begin with them, (for I think that every perſon 

and particularly every candidate for the miniſtry, ought 

carefully and prayertully to peruſe the whole word of God, 

before he warps his mind with any of thoſe human bodies 

of divinity : Were this univerſally practiced, there would 

undoubtedly be much more harmony and benevolence in 

the chriſtian world than there now is—for it is unfortunate- 

ly the caſe that moſt men firſt take their religious ſenti- 

ments from other men, and having adopted a particular 

ſyſtem of doctrines, then blindly ſearch the ſcriptures 'to 
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ſupport it.) I fay, if inſtead of thoſe human compoſitions, 
we conſult the. facred oracles with unprejudiced minds, 
difficulties will vaniſh, and the path of duty will appear 
plain: We ſhall find that the inſpired penmen have uſed 
great plainneſs of ſpeech, and that they have fo plainly 


pointed out all the important duties of the chriſtian life, 
and alſo of the chriſtian miniſter, that he who runs may 


read. | 8 | Ne 
How vx it may be ſaid that there are ſome doctrines; 
about which great and good men have been of different o- 

pinions, and which the ſcriptures alſo ſeem to repreſent in 


'a doubtful point of light. What is a perſon's duty here ? 
1ſt. Great modeſty and care both in forming and in declar- 
ing his opinion. 2d. Candour and charity towards thoſe 


who differ from him. It may be remarked however, that 
thoſe doctrines concerning which good men have differed, 
are not of great importance, or in general are doctrines 
which neither party have underſtood, ſo that the difference 
has not been ſo much about the doctrine as about their own 


ignorance. For inſtance the doctrine of election has been a 


ſubject of much diſpute and contention in the world; not 
becauſe any body diſbelieved it, but becauſe no body un- 
derſtood it. One man believes that God has elected a par- 


ticular number of the human race to everlaſting life with- 
out any regard to their moral character, and that he has 


acted perfectly agreeable to all his perfections in ſo doing: 
Though he cannot comprehend how. Another believes; 
that God had particular reſpect to the moral characters of 
men in electing them: Becauſe he cannot ſee how he could 
otherwiſe have acted conſiſtently with his own character. 
Here then they differ about what neither of them under- 
Rand : And about what neither of them have any buſineſs 
with, The doctrine of election, ſo far as it concerns us, 
we are all agreed” in. How the Almighty has diſpoſed of 
his creatures in his ſecret counſels, is not for us to know; 
This is a branch of the doctrine which belongs to God: 


T 
That part of it which belongs to us, is this, to make our 


own calling and election fure : And here we are all agreed 
in the means by which it muſt be done, viz. by adding to 
bur faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, &7C.—- 
Let us then, inſtead of attempting to inveſtigate the ſecret 
counſels of the Moft High, ſee to it that our conduct and 


- converſation are confortnable to his revealed will, knowing 


that our reward muſt be according to our Works. 
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his powers and abilities t. | 
down the weapons of their rebellion againſt God, flee to the 


* 


10 | 


Acalx— The final perſeverance of ſaints; is another doc- 
trine of altercation. One man believes that every one who 
is born again will perſevere unto the end, and be ſav- 
ed; another believes that a man may fall from grace, but 


they both agree in this, that unleſs a man does perſevere un- 


to the end, in ways of well doing, he cannot be ſaved ; and 
this is the only branch of the doctrine which has any rela- 
tion to our conduct; and which moſt eſſentially concerns 
us. Let it then be our principal concern to keep our 
lamps trimmed and burning, that we may evidence 
both to the world and ourſelves, that we are not of them 
that draw back unto perdition; but of them who believe to 
the ſaving of the ſoul. „ 2 . 
Oxrek more — Whether converſion is an inſtantaneous, 
or a gradual work, is another ſubject of much diſpute, and 


E as uſeleſs as either of the other. The manner 


ow, and the time in which a man is born of God, is one 


of the deep things of God which no man knoweth. God 


has not revealed it to us. And hence we might reaſonably 


Inter that it does not concern us to know it, and that we 
'ought not to perplex ourſelves and others with uſeleſs queſ- 
tions about it. But leſt deſigning or conceited men ſhould 


undertake to be wiſe in this matter above what is written, 
our ſaviour has plainly told us, that we do not know, The 
wind blaweth where it Iifleth, and thou heareſt the ſound 


thereof, but canſt not tell. whence it cometh or whether it go- 


eth ; ſais every one that is born of the ſpirit.” All that is 


revealed, and all that it concerns us to know about the 


doctrine of regeneration we are agreed in; and that is theſe 
two things, 1ſt. That every man muſt be born again before 


he can become a ſubject of the kingdom of Heaven. And 


85 That this change is effected by the word and ſpirit of 
od. e | Ws 

_ Ir may perhaps here be aſked, “Is it no matter then 
what a man's ſentiments are ?” Yes it is of importance that 
a man, and particularly that a miniſter be found in the faith, 
that he ſhould believe that God is now in Jeſus Chriſt re- 
conciling the world to himſelf ; and that he ſhould have 


ſuch a realizing ſenſe of the great doctrines and promiſes of 


the goſpel, as will have an abiding influence on his heart 
and lite, and raiſe him above thoſe uſeleſs queſtions which 
miviſter- occaſion of ſtrife; and diſpoſe him to exert all 

operſuade his fellbw mortals to lay 
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eity of refuge, and lay hold on the hope ſet before them in 
the goſpel. Theſe are the fruits which evidence the ſound- 
neſs of a man's faith, and by theſe we are to judge. 

IT. I now proceed to make ſome — on the duty 
vrhich a chriſtian people owe to their miniſter. As it is the 
duty of a miniſter to go before his people in the way of 
God's commandments, and ſet them a good example, tis 
certainly incumbent on the people to follow it ; and to re- 
ceive and treat him as a meſſenger from God, and an offi- 
cer in the kingdom of Chriſt. As it is the duty of a miniſ- 
ter to preach the word, and adminiſter the ordinances of 
the goſpel, tis alſo incumbent on the people to hear and 
attend upon thoſe ordinances. eee 
TE goſpel miniſtry is a wiſe and uſeful inſtitution, it 


was ordained by Chriſt for the benefit of his church; and 


where the duties of it are faithfully performed, and pro- 
perly attended upon, it produces a moſt happy effect 180 
the manners and morals of the people. It is not only a 
powerful mean of preparing our ſouls for the pure and ſpi- 


ritual n of the heavenly world, but it increaſes 
affections of our nature in the preſent lif&; ren- 


ders man more friendly to man—refines the pleaſures of 
ſociety, and introduces a kind ot Heaven upon earth. 
Hence thoſe towns which have been bleſſed with wiſe and 
faithful miniſters, and have properly attended to the ir in- 


ſtructions, have been more happy in themſelves, & have made 


greater improvement in things excellent and praiſe-worthy, 


than their neighbours, who have either been deſtitute of a 


* 


miniſter, or treated the office with neglect. Res 


Bur the uſefulneſs of a miniſter depends much upon the 


people. Tt they do not attend upon his inſtructions, they 


certainly cannot be edified; and if they do not attend with 


a proper temper of mind, they cannot be edified. The good 


effects of the word are many times prevented, by-prejudice 
againſt the ſpeaker. Chriſtians at the preſent day, are di- 
vided into little ſects and parties of different names; and 
unleſs the preacher is of their particular name or iſum 
they can't hear him with candor, and will not receive inſtruc- 
tion from him. Thus it was with the Corinthians, one was 


of Paul, another of Apollos. But what did the Apoſtle ſay 


ro them? Why the ſame that he would ſay to us if he was 


here, „Ve are carnal and walk as men. If you would be 
| benefited by your Miniſters inſtructions you mult attend dil- 


igently 
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f ently, and impartially=muſt lay aſide prejudice, vain con- 
| ng and ſelf conceit, and become of a humble teachable 


_ diſpoſition Again, the good effects of the word are many 


times hindered by an irreverend attendance upon it. Ma- 
Ae yes and a great many too, go to the houſe of 

od as they go to the theatre, or any other place of amuſe- 
ment. to hear or ſee ſome new thing: And they attend to 
a prayer or a ſermon. as they do to a ſong: And if the 
preacher has a muſical, voice, and ſprightly geſtures, they 
will be pleaſed—or if he ſeverely reproves their neighbor's 


* 


vices, they are . pleaſed; But if he reproves their own they 


are. ready to ſay, he is not a very good ;preacher—dwells 
too much on things of little. importance. If we would 
profit by the word, we muſt well conſider that whenever 
we meet together for publick worfhip, we are in the ſpe- 
cial preſence of God, who has ſaid he will be ſanctified by 


all them that draw nigh unto. him. And we muſt keep our 


hearts with all diligence, and be more ready to hear than to 
offer: the ſacrifice of fools. Like David we muſt waſh our 
anqs in innocence, and ſo compaſs the altar of Gd. 


On more — In order that a miniſter's, labours may be 
profitable, it is neceſſary that his people ſhould afford him 


a comfortable ſupport, ſo that he may devote his time and 


talents to the proper buſineſs of his profeſſion, and be able 
to inſtruct them in the things of their peace, rightly divid- 


ing the word of truth, and giving to every man a portion 
in due ſeaſon. But the reaſonableneſs. and importance of 
this is fo obvious, that I. preſume. there is no occaſion to 
enlarge upon it. Shall therefore conclude with ſome ap- 
plication of what has been ſaid. And | | 


| o 


x LIE ag e *#. | 
Iſt. TRE preceding obſervations ſhoald excite Miniſters 


a » 


| to diligence and fidelity in the cauſe of their Lord and Maſ- 


ter. We, my. fathers and brethren, have been called in 
Providence, to be ſtewards of the myſteries of God, and to 


proclaim. to our fellow-mortals, the glad tidings of pardon 


and eternal life, through a.cqucified Mediator. Let us eu- 
er act up to the dignity of our character and profeſſion. We 


_ are officess in the kingdom of Chriſt, and there is an im- 
portant charge committed to our truſt. What our divine 
3 ſaid to Peter, he ſays to every one of us—** Feed 
my 


ep. - Preach the W ord—be inſtant in ſeaſon and 


ont of ſeaſon :—Reprove, rebuke and exhort with all long 
_ſuffering., We have been favoured with,peculiar advan- 
tages, and a proportionablg improvement is juſtly expected 


from 
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from us, both by God and man : And if we are faithful in 
the cauſe we have undertaken, we have the promiſed pre- 
ſence of our Divine Lord to cooperate with us in building 
up his ſpiritual kingdom. Though we may meet with 
many dithculties and much ' oppoſition, let us not be difs 


couraged; but labour after a nearer conformity to our bleſſ- 
ed Maſter, who went about doing good. Our time of ſer- 


vice is but ſhort, our work is very great and momentous ; 


ve ought therefore to ſpare no pains in advancing that glo- 


rious caufe of: God. Let us be much in prayer to God for 
aſſiſtance and direction and often carry ourſelves forward 
in idea, to that glorious day, when: the ſecrets of 'men's 
hearts ſhall be judged by Jeſus Chriſt ; and when they that 
have turned many to righteouſneſs, thall ſhine as the bright- 
neſs of the firmament, and as the ſtars, for ever and ever. 


_. 2d. The ſubje& may be particularly applied to you, Dear 


Sir, at whoſe requeſt I have now been giving a word of ex- 
hortation, and who are ſoon to be introduced into the ſacred 
office. Your long experience & eſtabliſhed good character 
as a preacher of the word render it unneceſſary for me to en- 


large here upon the duties or difficulties of the e- 


life. However I truſt you will not deem it impertinent i 

in compliance with the common cuſtom on ſuch occa- 
ſions. I ſuggeſt a few things in order to ſtir up your pure 
mind by way of remembrance. Unto you it is given to 
know and preach the myſteries of the kingdom of God. 


Lou are now about to take the charge and overſight of this 
We truſt you have long ſince placed your depend- 
ence upon him who hath ſaid my grace is ſnfficient for thee. 


flock. 


But it 1s a good caution of the Apoſtle, that if any man think 
he is Chriſts, let him of himſelf think this again.—See to 
it that your heart is right with God, This is the firſt and 
principal accompliſhment of a-goſpel Miniſter. This like 


the riſing Sun will illuminate the path of your duty, make 


it plain and pleaſant before you. Without this your min- 


iſterial labour will be painful to yourſelf and probably un- 


profitable. to others. The ſucceſs of your miniſtry, under 
God will very much depend on your conduct and example 
— Good examples like the unjuſt will have an attractive in- 
fluence on all that behold them Althu' the efficacy of di- 


vine ordinances may not depend on the ſanctity of him who 


adminiſters them, yet conſpicuous piety will give you a de- 


gree of influence among your people which will enable you 


do reprove, rebuke and exhort with ef2&t,—Reſt not in 
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J 
our preſent attainments however confiderable they may 
how he good man is ever preſſing forward—fix your eye 
upon the great pattern held up in the goſpel, and labour af- 
ter a nearer conformity, till you arrive to the fullneſs of the 
meaſure of a perfect die in Chriſt. As this people have 
ſer their affe ctions upon you and called you to the paſtoral 
office, be careful ſo to conduct in all reſpects, that you may 
deſerve their eſteem and approbation—As they have long 
been like # ſheep without a Shephard, and never yet enjoy- 
ed the ſtated labours of a Paſtor in this place, your age and 
experience will be of peculiar advantage to you in taking 
them by the right hand and leading them into one way. 
Ever entertain a ſincere affection for the people of your 
charge ; be much in prayer to God, for yourſelf and for 
them. The fidelity and uſefulneſs of a Miniſter, depends 
much upon his ſecret, frequent and fervent addreſſes at the 
throne of grace for direction, and a bleſſing on his labours 
Fear not any difficulties that may he in your way—doubt- 
leſs there will be many—Gird on the whole armour of God— 
Let your face as a flint, paſs thro evil report and good re- 
e zealous for the precious and immortal ſouls of your peo- 
: Let not the want of ſucceſs diſcourage. you ; but conſider 
this, that if you are faithful, tho' Iſrael be not gathered, you 
will be glorious. May the Father of mercies enrich you 
more and more with every miniſterial gift and accompliſh- 
ment, and grant abundant ſucceſs to. your faithful labours 
in this part of his vineyard—may he make you faithful even 


until death, and finally grant you a crown of life. 


BRETHREN and friends of this Church and Congrega- 
tion, We rejoice with e in the ſolemnities of this day, 
and the pleaſing proſpects Which are opening before you. 
Since the incorporation of your town, you have made re- 
peated attempts ſor the ſettlement of the goſpel miniſtry 
among you, but have not ſucceeded. We thank God on 
your behalf, that he has at length crowned your endeavors 
with ſucceſs, and is now ſending the deſired bleſſing. Be- 
hold the man who is now to be ſet over you in the Lord. 
Receive him as an aſcenſion gift of our divine Redeemer. 
May he come to you in the {allneſs of the bleſſing of the 


goſpel of peace. May he long ſhine with diſtinguiſhed 
luſtre, and you rejoice in hig light. Let nothing be want-, 


3 faithful as a Steward of the myſteries of God and 
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. 
ing en your part, to make his life comfortable, or his miniſ- 


try effectual. Your conduct towards your firſt Miniſter, 


will. in a great meaſure form your miniſterial character as 


a people : And let me tell you, my Brethren, that it will 

be of great importance both to you and your poſterity, that 

you _ the character of a candid, kind, and peaceable 
eople. | 

, WHERE a people live in peace with their Miniſter, they 

are generally at peace with one another, and ſociety be- 

comes a double blefling : But when contentions ariſe be- 


tween a miniſter and people, they generally produce par- 


ties and diviſions in the town; and the bleſſings of ſociety 
are thereby turned into a curſe. The ſociety from which 


many of you originated, have long been remarkable for 


their candour and kindneſs to their miniſters, and for their 
peace and harmony with one another. May you imitate 
their example, and both you and your Miniſter long enjoy 


the happy fruits of your prudent conduct. 


REMEMBER that his uſefulneſs depends much upon you. 
Forſake not the aſſembling of yourſelves together. Attend 
conſtantly on his miniſtry, and come with a deſire to be 
edified. Give yourſelves to reading, to meditation and 


prayer. Pray for your Miniſter, for one another, and for 


a bleſſing upon his inſtructions :—See that he lives without 
fear among you. The enſnaring fear of man the per- 
plexing fear of want, and the diſcouraging fear leſt he be- 
{tow on you labor in vain. Treat him with kindneſs and 
reſpect. be tender of his reputation, and receive his inſtruc- 
tions in the ſpirit of meekneſs. Labour to live in love and 


peace with him and one another ; and may the God of love 


and peace be with you, and bleſs you, and build you up. 
I w1iit now conclude with one word to the whole au- 
dience. My fellow-mortals of every deſcription, Suffer 
the word of exhortation, and let it have an abiding effect 
upon your hearts. The world paſſeth away, and the fath- 
ion thereof; but he that doth the will of God abideth for- 


ever. This crowded audience will ſoon be diſperſed, and 
never again be collected, till we convene with the aſſem- 


bled world at the tribunal of Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe heavens 
and this earth will ſoon be burnt up, but from their ruins 
will arrive a more glorious habitation : The new heavens 
and the new earth wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs. Theſe 
bodies of ours muſt ſoon die, and return to their original 
dult : But if we are faithful in our ſtewardſhip, from their 
e nf aincs 
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aſhes will arrive ſpiritual bodies incorruptible and immor- 
72 fully prepared for the preſence of God, in the ner 
heavens, where is fullneſs oſ joy; and for a ſeat at his right 


hand, where are deten forever more. 2 
Mar we then properly view the ſituation; in which we 


Rand, and the awakening things that attend it. May we 
hearken and be wiſe, and purſue with unremitting ardor 
thoſe important things which concern our final peace. And 
may God, the fountain of all good, crown our labours with 
abundant ſucceſs; for his mercies ſake, in Chriſt Jeſus our 


0 » 2 


r 


1 


4 Tur Parent of univerſal Nature, whoſe 
tender mercies are over all his works, has manifeſted the 


riches of his grace, and kindneſs towards the lapſed race of 


Adam, in a manner marvelouſſy glorious. The plan of 


man's redemption, and the divine perfections harmoniouſly 
diſplayed therein, will be the joyful admiration of ſaints 
and angels to all eternity. The Son of God having, to ac- 
compliſh the pnrpoſes of divine wiſdom arid goodneſs, aſ- 
ſumed the human nature, and, as a ſurety, paid an active 
and paſſive obedience to the divine law, roſe from the dead, 
aſcended on high, and led captivity captive, gave gifts to 


men. Theſe choice aſcenſion gifts were teachers to man- 


kind; ſome of them, as prophets, apoſtles, and evangeliſts 
extraordinary, ſuited to the circumſtances of the church 


and the world, when chriſtianity was to be taught, and the 


church of God extended to all nations: Others ordinary, 
as paſtors and teachers, to ſucceed them to the end of the 
world. r ͤ ͤũ᷑Uñ TL Ss. 
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Fox, ſo long as God has a church in the world, the goſ- 
pel miniſtry will be neceſſary, for the gathering in and per- 
fecting the ſaints, and edifying the body of Chriſt. Ac- 
cordingly God has promiſed, that there ſhall be a ſucceſſion 
of goſpel: miniſters, from the apoſtles to the end of the 
world, whom he will own and bleſs. © Dok 
Nox may any one who pleaſes, intrude himſelf into the 
miniſtry. No man can warrantedly exerciſe that office, 
the be ſent of God—introduced in the way appointed 


exce 
by God, by faſting and prayer, with the laying on of the 
| hands of the preſbytery. | - | 


Ix the inſpired oracles, God has preſcribed the qualifi- 
cations of ſuch as are to be introduced into the goſpel miniſ- 
try, and committed the ſpecial care of this buſineſs to his 
miniſters, charging them to lay hands ſuddenly on no man, 


but to commit the miniſtry to faithful men, who ſhall be 


able to teach others. | oy 

Ix this way the miniſtry has been committed to us, by 
miniſters in a ſucceſſion from the apoſtles of Chriſt. * And 
in the ſame way the miniſtry is now committed to you, 
5 by us, who judge you to be faithful and able to teach 
Others. 1413 | | | 
Ap as it has been uſual in the church of God, from the 
days of Moſes, for thoſe who inaugurated others in ſacred 
offices, ſolemnly to charge them to be faithful in the diſ- 


charge of the betruſtments committed to them: So we do 


now ſolemnly charge you, before God, and the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick and the dead, and before 


the elect angels, and this aſſembly, to take heed to the min- 


_ iſtry which thou haſt received of the Lord, that thou ful- 


fil it. 5 
TAKE heed unto thyſelf. See that your heart is right 


with God, and your motives and views in entering into the 


miniſtry are pure. For by that means only will you take 
heed to your doctrine, and to the flock of God, over which 
the holy Ghoſt has made you an overſeer. > 
BE a man of prayer. Thoſe who would win ſouls to 


Chriſt need wiſdom. Bleſſed be God, that we may go to 
him for it, that he gives liberally, and upbraideth not. 


Bx faithful and diligent in your ſtudies. Meditate on 
God's law day and night. Study to ſhew thyſelf approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, 


_ Tightly dividing the word of truth, giving to every one his 
a: 725 portion 
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| portion in due ſeaſon, feeding Chriſt's ſheep and his lambs. 


See that you neither embrace or teach any doctrine that is 
not contained in the ſacred oracles. Declare to your peo- 


ple the whole council of God. Keep back no truth that is 


profitable for them. . And thereby keep yourſelf pure from 
the blood of all men. | 


Lr the great and important doctrines of the gaſpel be 


the main ſubjects of your preaching; ſuch as the woeful 
ſtate of apoſtate man, and the glorious proviſion God has 
made for our recovery to his image and favour by Jeſus 


Chriſt. Preach Chriſt, who he is, what he has done and 
_ ſuffered, and —— for us. Teach men the way of 
h 


falvation by Chriſt—what they muſt do to be ſaved; and 


urge them to a ſpeedy compliance, by all the weighty mo- 
tives which the goſpel ſuggeſts. | 
Trac chriſtian morality, and ſhew men the import- 


ance and amiableneſs of it. 


FooLisn, unlearned and unprofitable queſtions avoid. 


Yet contend earneſtly for the faith once delivered to the 
ſaints, if it be oppoſed by men of corrupt minds. Re- 


member, however, to be gentle towards all men, in meek- 


neſs inſtructing thoſe who oppoſe themſelves, if God per- 
adventure, will give them repentance, to the acknowledging 
of the truth. | | | ; | 

Us plainneſs, but decency of ſpeech. Be a faithful 
and wiſe reprover of ſin and vice : But let your zeal be 


1 by prudence. 


o you are committed the keys of the kingdom of Hea- 


ven :— The key of doctrine, and the key ot diſcipline. Be 
therefore a faithful ſteward of the myſteries of God, a faith- 
ful ruler in the houſe of God. | 


Apr to all the privileges of God's houſe fuch as are 
properly qualified, Adminiſter the ſacraments of baptiſm & 


the Lord's ſupper, to ſuch as are proper ſubjects of them. 
Maintain the diſcipline of God's houſe, without partiality. 


Reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long ſuffering and doc- 


trine. 
Gvu1DE the flock like a ſkilful ſhepherd, and. lead them 
in the ways of peace and holineſs ; take the over-ſight 


thereof, not by conſtraint, but willingly ; not for filthy lu- 


ere, but of a ready mind; not lording it over God's heritage, 
but being an example to the. flock, in word, in converſation, 
in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity. And walk in Wis- 


Jom towards them that are withovt. | AND, 
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Ap whenever you ſhall be called to ſet apart others to 
the goſpel miniſtry, ſee that you commit this truſt to able 
and faithful men. | | 

AND now, Sir, we charge you in the ſight of God, and 
before the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who before Pontius Pilate, 
witneſſed a good confeſſion, that you keep this command- 
ment, this your ſolemn ordination charge, without ſpo?, 
unrebukeable until the appearing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Remember on the one hand, the awful puniſhment of that 
&vil ſervant, who ſaith in his heart, my lord delayeth his 
coming, and lives a ſenſual life. His-Lord will come ſud- 
denly and unexpectedly, cut him aſunder, and appoint him 
his portion with hypocrites and unbelievers, there ſhall be 


_ weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, | 


REMEMBER, on the ather hand, that the rewards of the 
faithful ſervant will be great and glorious. Ever bear on 
your mind the great and ſolemn day of account and retri- 
bution, and act with a wiſe reference to it; then may you 
have an animated hope, that, when Chriſt the chief Shep- 
herd ſhall appear, you ſhall receive a crown of glory that 


fadeth not away.—AMEN. 
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